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'THE COMMISSIONERS of HER MAJESTY’S WOODS, FORESTS, &c„ having been pleased to form 
a BOTANICAL MUSEUM within the Royal Gardens of Kew, the Director solicits the co-operation of Her Majesty’s 
Ministers and Consuls in Foreign Countries, of the Governors of Her Majesty’s Colonies, of Officers in the Army 
and Navy, Merchants and Travellers generally, to aid in contributing specimens towards so desirable an object. 

The design is to bring together in one spot and to exhibit such interesting vegetable products from all parts 
of the world, as cannot be shewn in the living plants of a Garden, nor in the preserved ones of an Herbarium. 
The public may indeed see here, in a growing state, the rare Lace Tree of Jamaica, the still rarer Ivory Palm-Nut 
of the Magdalena, the Bread Fruit Tree from the Friendly Islands, and the Cow Tree (Palo de Vaca) from the 
Caraccas, together with a multitude of other plants of equal rarity and value. But the interest of these would be 
greatly enhanced, if, within the wads of the same Establishment, the curious and beautiful Lace of the first, the fruit 
and ivory-like seeds of the second, and the celebrated bread-fruit of the third, with the cream-like substance of the 
foiuth, used as nourishment by the Indians, could be inspected. 

Among the objects, therefore, which are to be collected and deposited, arranged and named in the Museum, are_ 


1.—FRUITS and SEEDS, especially those which are of large size, or possess any peculiarity of form or 
structure, entitling them to notice ; such as Pine-con es . the various fruits of Palms , Sgc. Sgc. Many of these are 
naturally dry and require little care (except to be freed from moisture) previous to packing. Those that are about 
to burst open into valves, or to separate by their scales (all Pine-cones and Araucarias) shoidd be bound round 
with a little pack-thread. The soft and fleshy kinds can only be preserved in wide-mouthed bottles, or jars, or 
casks, (according to size,) in alcohol, as rum, arrack, or in diluted pyroligneous acid. 

T FLOWERS which are very large or peculiarly fleshy, and therefore unsuited to the Hortus siccus. These 
ought to be preserved in alcohol or pyroligneous acid. Among those which would be much prized are, for example, 
the flowers of the Victoria , or G-igantic Water Lily , from the still waters of tropical South America; portions of the 
flowering branches of Palms, §x., the larger kinds of Orcltidacece. 




3_ENTIRE PLANTS, or parts of them. Many have a very fleshy character, and ought to be preserved 

entire, in alcohol; or portions of the stem and branches (according to their size) with flowers and fruit: such are the 
rare kinds of Stapelia, OrcHclacece, Misseltoe, Rafflesia, Mesembryanthemum, Cactus , Aphyteia, Balanophora. , soft 
Parasites, and others of a similar kind. 

4 .— TRUNKS of TREES, portions and sections of them, especially when they exhibit any remarkable structure : 
as Points f and many other Monocotyledonous plants, Tree Ferns, Zarnias, Cycas; and parasitical stems when exhibiting 
the union with the tree on which they live. Specimens of Wood should be truncheons, five or six inches lo ng, and 
three or four in diameter, if the plant attains such a size. 

5_WOODS. Specimens of the kinds used in commerce, for veneering, cabinet-work, or other useful purposes, 

or such as recommend themselves by their beauty, hardness, or any other useful quality. 

6. _GUMS and RESINS, especially those employed in the Arts or in Domestic Economy. 

7. —DYE STUPES of various kinds. 

8. —MEDICINAL SUBSTANCES. These are of vast importance, and merit the attention of Travellers in every 
country. Of many, it is not yet known, except to the natives who collect and prepare them, what- are the particular 
plants* that afford them. It is hoped that the present application maybe the means ofdispelling this ignorance 
among scientific Europeans, and that Travellers will endeavour to procure the substances and well-dried flowering 

specimens of the plants which afford them. -- > ; 

/ / 

9 f _GENERAL PRODUCTS of YEGETABLES. It would be extremely difficult, not to say impossible, to 

enumerate all of these which a Museum ought to contain; but the enlightened traveller can form a pretty correct 
judgment. Such as are useful to mankind cannot fail to be interesting. It would be idle to -exhibit every well- 
known object of this kind, Tea, Sugar, Coffee, Cocoa, Chocolate, Paper, Clothing, Spc. ; but there are states, even of 
these familiar substances, which would prove both useful and instructive. The Cane of the Sugar might be advan¬ 
tageously exhibited, along with the different qualities, manufactured from the Saccharum Officinarum. Specimens of 
Chocolate and Cocoa would be suitably placed by the large fruit to show that both are products of the same tree. 
Paper, again, is made from an infinit e vari ety of vegetable substa nces, and the different sorts are well worth collecting, 
from that afforded by the Papyrus of the Ancients (which gives the name) to wliat‘is manufactured out of the inner 
bark of an East Indian Daphne (or Spurge-laurel), and another from the pith of an unknown plant in China (the 
so-called Rice-Paper'), or the leaves of a Palm in India, or Straw in North America. Of all such, the seveial states 
of preparation should be collected and exhibited, not only as objects of curiosity, but as exemplifying the piogiess 
of Art and Science. 

Any Parcels or Packages which may come by Her Majesty’s Ships, or by the Royal Mail, or Peninsular and 
Oriental Company’s Steamers, should be addressed : 

cc On Her Majesty s Service. For the Royal Cardens, Few A 
“ To the Secretary of the Admiralty, LONDON.” 

If by Merchant Vessels, or by private hands, to 

“ Sir William J. Hooker,” 

“ Director, Royal Gardens, Kew, LONDON. 


* Generally speaking it is desirable that a branch, dried and pressed, with flowers and fruit, should accompany the specimen, in pioof of the ex..c. 
tree or plant from which it is derived. As yet we are ignorant of the Tree which yields the African Oak, or Teak, so valuable in the Na\ y . 
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